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ARE YOUR BULLS FIT FOR PURPOSE?
The average local herd tends to do AB for approximately 5-6 weeks and 
then use bulls to get the remaining cows pregnant.

Often we find that at this stage,  
the number of cows still needing to 
conceive can be underestimated.

Analysis of our client database 
shows typical 6 week in-calf rates 
to be around 70%, and based on 
this data, bulls are responsible for 
impregnating the remaining 30%.

Achieving this is not easy and we 
find bull power is often lacking in 
herds with higher empty rates. 

There are also many instances where 
unsound bulls have been used with 
disastrous consequences and empty 
rates in extreme instances have been 
in excess of 1 in 3 cows.

To help local farmers with bull 
management, last year we invested 
in state-of-the-art bull testing 
equipment which is now proving 
to be very useful in identifying 
problem bulls. 

So, if in doubt – we recommend 
calling us to discuss options. 
Leaving it to chance can make for a 
tough day come pregnancy testing!

WHAT’S  
HAPPENING 
ON FARM THIS 
MONTH?
• Metrichecking

• Tail painting

• Pre-mating trace element tests

• Bull testing

• Bulk milk BVD testing

• Pre-mating BVD vaccinations

• Calf dehorning

• Calf 7in1 & BVD vaccinations

BULL POWER IS OFTEN 
LACKING IN HERDS WITH 

HIGH EMPTY RATES.

Purchase any Prolaject 
B12 or B12+ Selenium, 
and go in the draw to 
WIN a Weber Baby Q* 

welcomeSummer
WITH WEBER

 Bull semen morphology under the microscope

*	Offer	available	01.09.20–11.12.20.	See	in-store	for	details
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  GROWTH RAINFALL SOIL TEMP APC BMSCC

     August 2020 36Kg DM/day 117mm 11°C 2278Kg DM 175,000

    August 2019 46Kg DM/day 187mm 10°C 2365Kg DM 171,000

 GRANT FRASER

DO YOU WANT A SHORTER, MORE  
COMPACT MATING?
Every year approximately a third of your cows will cycle in the week 
prior to the start of mating. 

These cows will then typically come on heat every three weeks. Most 
farms are now only having a mating length of 10.5 to 11 weeks. This means 
not only are these animals already behind the rest of the herd, but they 
only get three chances to be mated instead of four. 

By using a 'Why Wait' injection we can effectively short-cycle these cows, 
bringing them on heat in the first half of week 2 of mating.  

Getting you…

• More days in milk

• More chances of being mated (four matings instead of three)

• More AB bred calves in a shorter period (5 weeks instead of 6)

The process is simple, only requiring you to identify the cows that cycle the 
week before the start of mating (most people just use a different tail paint 
colour) and a single vet visit 5 to 6 days into mating.

If you are interested in discussing your options, feel free to contact the 
clinic or ask your vet.

MATAMATA FARM STATISTICS
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MORE DRENCH 
RESISTANCE 
FOUND 
LOCALLY!
We continue to find more 
and more drench resistance 
in local farms. 

We mostly see it in young 
stock that are being drenched 
with single-active drenches 
(particularly moxidectin  
pour on).

This really highlights the need 
to use proven combination 
products. Ivermatrix is a 
unique triple combination 
product which is proven to 
be safe and effective to use in 
calves of all sizes. 

If you are concerned about 
drench resistance on your 
farm (and you all should be), 
then a change to Ivermatrix 
in your calves is likely to go 
a long way to preventing 
the development and 
multiplication of resistant 
worms on farm.

Don't hold off the Why Wait...

Proven safe triple combination drench 
for your calves' best protection
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